Right Hon. Andrew Bonar Law
\                     him,   and  with  that  agreement the first  Coalitio
Government tottered in irretrievable collapse. . ^' •                         The events of the intervening years until the tim
^==™^               of Mr. Bonar Law's illness may be treated for thi
,j                    purpose shortly.    Under the agony of a double be
j.'1,                   reavement he discharged the duties of Leader of th
*':'                   House of Commons, Chancellor of the Exchequer, an<
l(|)                   member of the War Cabinet, with admired efficiency
In the actual conduct of the war, as in the detail of the Treaty of Peace, he leaned constantly an< even heavily upon Mr. Lloyd George. To the ver moment when his health failed he was an earnes supporter of the necessity of coalition. No cm in fact, can doubt that, if his health had not failed he would have declined, as Mr. Chamberlain declined to haul down the colours in which he believed a the bidding of a minority of the party, whom it i K            certain -that intellectually he despised. But hi
health did fail him, and he parted, the Coalitioi still intact, from Mr. Lloyd George, with friendshi] and even with emotion.
Nor, when his health was happily, if only fo a period, restored, did any difference of principl cloud the old relationship. The more foolish sectioi of the party besought him to curse the Irish Treaty On the contrary, in a remarkable speech he wen out of his way to bless and approve it.
The irony of the situation was that Lord Salis Jpury and his  friends,   who  derived their  principg driving power against the Coalition from the Iris' settlement, should have taken office under a Prim -%yp~-<            Minister  who  not  only  declared  that  it  must b
1                 carried out, but who had voted and spoken for i
•                 before it was binding upon Parliament.   ^